
World Freedom
It’s on the Decline!



Global Restrictions

• According to Freedom House, only 40% of people in 
the world can be described as free 

• This number has declined from 46% a decade ago 

• Countries that are the least free are in the Middle East 
and North Africa 

• Regions that are most free are North America, Europe, 
along with India, Japan, Australia and New Zealand. 

freest regions in the world remain the Americas and Europe, along with India, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand



World Freedom Map



Famous Quote

• ‘Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains. One 
man thinks himself the master of others, but remains 
more of a slave than they are.’ 

• The opening lines in Jean Jaques Rousseau’s The 
Social Contract, 1762 

• Rousseau was an Enlightenment philosopher who 
believed in egalitarianism - equality (and a return to 
simple values).



Freedom House Defines 
Freedom as:

• Freedom of expression 

• Freedom of religion 

• Level playing fields for opposition parties 

• Equality under the law for all 

• Equal opportunity for women 

•  Transparency and accountability of government 
operations.



Transgression of these 
‘Rights’ can Result in:

• Imprisonment


• Threats and beatings


• Exile


• Torture


• Death by execution or assassination.



Freedom is a Controversial 
Issue

• Global racism is on the rise - e.g., Brexit and Europe, 
the USA and Trump 

• Even in one of the most free countries, Australia, 
Aborigines received the right to vote only in 1962 

• Australia will not allow refugees arriving in boats to 
step foot on Australian soil 

• Religious freedom is questionable in many SE Asian   
countries, e.g., Myanmar, Indonesia and Malaysia.



Opposition Politicians and 
Journalists are Most at Risk
• The trouble is that authoritarian regimes don’t like 

threats to their power 

• They also don’t like criticism 

• The websites www.cpj.org www.rcf.org and 
www.freemedia.at  provide details of journalists killed, 
tortured, etc, while reporting on events 

• www.amnesty.org lists human rights violations.

http://www.cpj.org
http://www.rcf.org
http://www.freemedia.at
http://www.amnesty.org


Case Study: Zimbabwe
• Ruled by Robert Mugabe for 37 years - world’s longest 

dictatorship


• Mugabe was planning to rule for longer, but he 
miscalculated this year, 2017


• His problem? He sacked fellow-revolutionaries around him 
and prepared for his wife to succeed him as President


• He had become out of touch with his own party and his 
people - the army removed him from power and arranged 
for him to resign.



The Usual Pattern

• Dictatorships borne out of revolutionary struggles, such 
as Mugabe’s are usually exceptionally durable


• Leaders of such revolutionary regimes are rarely  
overthrown by their own militaries


•  Also, since WW11, spouses have rarely succeeded their 
autocratic husbands. 



In Addition
• Efforts to install other family members usually fail 

• Also, highly repressive regimes restrict information 

• This leads to over-estimates of a regime’s support 

• The plundering of a country’s natural wealth by 
dictators (a common pursuit) also leads to 
resentment.   

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/11/22/what-went-
wrong-for-mugabe-most-aging-dictators-dont-get-toppled-by-coups/?utm_term=.
79b658da44ab







Discussion

• In groups, discuss what do you think we can learn from 
the former President Mugabe and his wife


• Then share your ideas with the class.



Case Study: Putin



Discussion

• In groups, discuss your findings about President Putin 
and then discuss these with the class.



Corruption

• More than 6 billion people live in countries with serious 
corruption problems


• Source: www.transparency.org



Corruption is Related to 
Conflict and Death

• 5 of the 10 most corrupt countries are also the most 
violent 

• In Angola, 70% of population lives on less than $2 per day 

• In Angola, 1 in 6 children die before 5 years old 

• But the President’s daughter made a $3.4 billion fortune 
from Angola’s diamond and telecommunications 
businesses. 

• Source: www.worldaudit.org





Discussion

• In groups, discuss what you think are the necessary 
conditions for a dictatorship to exist.



Countries with Low Levels 
of Corruption

• E.g., Denmark and New Zealand, have an institutional 
system of checks and balances on power


• Regular elections are protected from interference


• There is a free press - quarantined from government 
control, therefore diversity of information


• There is an independent judiciary also quarantined from 
government - people cannot be arbitrarily imprisoned.



Conclusion
• Powerful people often become corrupt - the 

temptations to use their country’s wealth for 
themselves and their families and friends is too great 

• Businesses are also open to corruption  

• Democratic systems in the west try to limit power in 
structures that are more transparent 

• But there is no single system that can prevent 
manipulation for personal gain.


